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Jan. 6 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

continues, the more that its effects will be felt.
Clearly, this is no way to run the Government
and deliver services and benefits to millions of
Americans, whether they are elderly, children,
students, working parents, or businessmen and
women.

More than 3 months into fiscal 1996, the Con-
gress has not even sent me three of the six
remaining, full-year appropriations bills. I vetoed
the other three because they would have been
bad for the country. Those bills underfunded
essential programs for the environment, for vet-
erans, for law enforcement, for technology, and
for Native Americans.

At this point, the Congress should work with
me to reach agreement on these six measures.

At the very least, the Congress should send me
an acceptable continuing resolution that will
fully reopen the Government while they work
with me to find common ground on the budget.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
January 6, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 1358, to require the Secretary of
Commerce to convey to the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts the National Marine Fisheries
Service laboratory located on Emerson Avenue in
Gloucester, Massachusetts, approved January 6,
was assigned Public Law No. 104–91.

Message to the Congress Transmitting Balanced Budget Legislation
January 6, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby submit to the Congress a plan to

achieve a balanced budget not later than the
fiscal year 2002 as certified by the Congressional
Budget Office on January 6, 1996. This plan
has been prepared by Senator Daschle and if

passed in its current form by the Congress, I
would sign it into law.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
January 6, 1996.

Open Letter to Federal Government Employees on the Furlough
January 6, 1996

We want to welcome back those of you who
have been furloughed and express our deep ap-
preciation to all of you in the federal work force.

Through no fault of your own, you have been
forced to carry on in very difficult cir-
cumstances—some of you on furlough, and
more of you unpaid, all of you doubtless unset-
tled. Although the continuing resolutions signed
today provide neither a satisfactory nor a com-
plete resolution to the current budget dispute,
we have succeeded in returning all of you to
work with full retroactive pay.

And if there is any positive outcome to the
pain and hardship you have undergone for the
past three weeks, it is that your fellow Ameri-
cans have been made painfully aware of the
importance of your work.

The inconvenience and pain of this shutdown
spread from coast to coast. Veterans benefits
were curtailed. Services to small businesses have
been interrupted. Important environmental pro-
tections have been shut down, including Super-
fund cleanup and programs to combat air and
water pollution. FBI training of state and local
law enforcement officers was stopped.

The list of curtailed or limited services goes
on and on. FHA mortgages and housing vouch-
ers were halted. State rehabilitation services for
those with physical and mental disabilities have
started to shut down. Travellers found National
Park Service facilities closed, National Forests
restricted, great museums padlocked, and pass-
ports unavailable.
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